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6 WHAT N ATION Is THERE 50 ORLAT, THAT HATH STATUTES AND f 


«  JUDCEMENTS 80 | KIOHTEO US, AB ALL PHIS LAW Wiucn 


| «1 67 BEFORE YOU THIS DAY ?” 


= 1 Har all the ; Counſels and Works of God partake af the erte 

1 tion of their Author, that they are, therefore, infinitely vile, and 

5 in every Particular admirably adapted to their reſpedtive Ends, that : => 

3 as far as Man is the Object of them, (and in this World v. e ſee nothing UL ” 
that has not ſome Reference to him) they uniformly tend to his Com- e 
fort and Il. Ppiseſe, are certain and indiſputable Truths,—Nor can - 


ve doubt the contrary Poſition, that the. moſt enlarged Efforts of 


human Power and Wiſdom, i in whatever Way they are exerted, muſt 


A 2 


fall mort of chat conſummate Excellence, which 1 1$ conſpicuous in alt 
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an impertinent Enquiry into the general Circumſtances which muſt 


£45 = 1 


Things that proceed from our great creator. 80 great indeed i is the 


Inferiority. that were not our  Endeavours aflited and regulated by a 


Knowledge of his Will and Laws, his Benevolence and Mercies, we 


: ſhould be little ſucceſsful 3 in our Attempts to provide for the various | 


1 


Exigences of Life,—Upon this Ground 1s founded that Aﬀertion of | 


Superiority aſſumed by the Lawgiver of the Jews, in favour of their 7 


bY Polity over that of, every other Nation upon Earth ; and the Compa- 
riſon is the ſtronger, as it preſents on the one Hand, A Government : 
erected by God himſelf, and on the other, Nations eſtranged from. 


1355 him, and ſunk into the moſt diſolute Ldolatry, 


| Happy muſt that Nation be, which, in \ theſe Ages e of the World, 5 


when the immediate Dominion of God over a choſen People i is no 


longer known, and Men are left to themſelves to make the beſt Pro- 


f viſion they are able for the common Purpoſes of Society, can boaſt 1 


any Degree of ſuperior Perfe&tion, and from the Excellence of i its | 


Laws and Statutes, aſpire deſervedly to the Praiſe of being a wiſe and 


5 underſtanding People. 


It can on no occaſion, and particularly on ſuch as the preſent, be 


CAST 


conſutute ſuch nn, And if we can apply theſe to ourſelves, 


another more important one will ariſe, into thoſe, by which i its Conti- 5 


"0 nuance may be endangered, and the well regulated mee of a 


7 fair and beneficial n injured, and Perhaps annihilated. | 


To enſure the Eaſe and Happineſs, to find Security bor me various 


Intereſts of the Governed, is the juſt End of every civil Inſtitution. 0 


Rs he Means through which theſeBenefit are to be derived, and through pO 


which alone they can be derived, are, Equal Laws, and Equal Liberty. 


5 By Equal Laws, muſt be underſtood ſuch a Code, a as knows no Objea 


1 ſo greatas not to be amenable to its Influence, nor, « on the other Hand, N 


5 any o able and contemptible as to. be excluded from its Care and _ 


| protection. Equal Liberty is that to which ſuch Laws muſt give 


1 Birth, Aa free Exerciſe of Action to any Extent, vithin which the In- - 


Z jundtions laid down by the former are not infringed, or the common 


* Intereſt, either by the AR itſelf, or the Conſequences of it, brought 


5 into Peril, Theſe. are Bleſſings without Price, yet, great as 5 they are, 


Wh would be incompleat, and limited, if not unſucceſsful 3 in their Ope- 


rations, were they not dependent on a ſuperior Principle, that -of - 


Religion, This it is which muſt ultimately give Life and Energy to 


buman Iufliturious, and enſure their Permanence and Proſperity. 
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Such a Connexion between civ il Government and Religion cannot 
be diſputed. Through God do Kings reign, and. Princes decree Juſ- 
tice; and their Subjects muſt be obedient, not only forWrath, but allo 


for Conſcience ſake. By the former indeed open and flagrant Tranf- T 


Sreſions may be arreſted and chaſtifed, but elſewhere, i in a general | 
Prevalence of good and virtuous Principles, muſt the Remedy be 
ſought againſt thoſe Evils, which neither the Eye of Juſtice can dif. 4 
| cover, or its Arm correct; vip, which make the greateſt Havock | in 

: Society, which, unheeded by theW orld, inſinuate themſelves 1 into the _ 

4 Privacy 0 of domeſlic Life, and W ich Impunity engender Confuſion 
where we are moſt accuſtomed o look for Tranquility. 1 this be : 
lo, the Welfare of chat State mult be precarious, which does not pro- | 

vide for the S: ecurity of Reli gion by eſtabliſhing a certain Standard of 
; Faith, by which the Minds of the Community may be regulated, to 5 
which all may reſort, vader which they may fafely and peaceably 5 
| abide, and ſo live here as to be ſaved by it hereafter. Without ſach 1 
5 Precaution, Religion itſelf, inſtead of affording Security to the State, 8 
would, through the preve: erſe  Uſputings of Men, become the Origin 7 


| of zdditional Evi. 118. 


But thieſe are general Py weiht 85 applicabl alike to every Forma 


CSF 
Government. The e Queſtion then Is, under what Form they will | 
= operate moſt ſucceſsfully, aQueſtion, not to be determined by theoretic 


Reaſoning, or abſtract Speculation, but on the ſurer Grounds of Fact 


2 and Experience. We ſhall | in vain ſeek for the Benefits, which ought ke 
lutely concentrated i in one or a few Perſons, as that the Rights of the . 
1 . and r no better Security f for the Protection which is due to them. 


Nor are we likely to find them on the other Hand, where the. 


Dominion ends, and | Subje@tion begins. 
We muſt look oe them in | that Conſtitution of Wiſdom and Hap- Ts 
. Nack, which has known how to diſcard the Inconveniences, and 


adopt only the Benefits attached to theſe other Modes of Polity ; j 


5 where ſuch a ; Connexion 0 eſtabliſhed between the Ruler and the 


T both are enabled to co-operate together for the general Good, where 


; 0 flow from them, i in any Syſtem, where the whole Power i is ſo abſo· wo 


: Many can have no other Dependance than on their Sovercign will, 175 


rover i is ſo confuledly incorporated i in the whole Maſs, ; as to expoſe ” 


| 1 to perpetual Diſtraction for want af a certain Rule to decide, where 5 FE 


Subject, as that without deſtroying the Diſtin&tion between them, 5 
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| tuch a Portion of Power and Action: is diffuſed throughout the Whole 


=” that every Part is enabled to aſſert and maintain its proper Rights, 


where both Authority and Liberty, are, with mutual Safety, brought 


to 20 in Concert with each other, and ſo tempered together, as that the J 


: Us the Soil, in which equal Laws and equal Liberty will take root, and 


proſper. Here, aſſiſted by the benign and pervading Influence of - 


Religion, will they plentifully bring forth their aue Fruits unto 
: Perledtion. = 


Delineation, by exhibiting its Features more at large, by pr eſenting 


P arts; their accurateDependance on each other; the nice Ballance on 8 


8 which they are ſuſpended, ſo as mutually to aſbſt and controul their | 


3 relpective Operations; 5 the viſe Proviſions which ſubũit againſt the 


19 Preponderance of any one Branch, to the Detriment of the others. 


— 


E 


one cannot deviate i into Outrage, nor the other into Oppreſſion,—This 5 


That ſuch i 1s the general Outline of the Government under which 


| we live, need not be obſerved, and it would de eaſy to complete the Z 


the beautiful Symmetry and Proportion. of the various coraponent | 


; But ſuch a Diſcuſſion i is needleſs. Few there are who are Strangers ; 
to its various Excellencies, none who do not feel and partake of them. 
| The proſperous Experience of more than a Century, has proved it to 


be, as far as "wy buman Work c. can be, practically perſec 
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This Conſideration cannot but excite among us, who are the envied 


| Poſſefſors of ſuch a Treaſure, an anxious Vigilance for its Preſerva- 


tion; that we be ever on our Guard againſt the moſt diſtant approach 


k Dangers. Various muſt theſe be, as well in Magnitude, as Im- 58 


, portance, and ever dependant on the unceaſing FluQuation of Erents, 
_ which human Affairs are ſubject ; yet happily they cannot advance 
” ſo ſecretly, as not to found an Alarm before. them, and give bol 1 


: Ti ume and Opportunity for Prevention. | 


Let us then endeavour to trace out, and form, a candid Eftimate of pw 


the Evils, which appear to deſerve our Attention at this preſent Period, on 


which it has pleaſed the Providence of God to diſtinguiſh by Events, | 


BS 2 hitherto without Example i in the Annals of the World. SN 


We are e born f in an Age of Theory and Speculation, for 60 muſt 


we charadteriſe that which is now before us. There can be no Queſ- 


tion, however, whether the Benefits are equal to the Evils which 


have accrued from hence to Society. To philoſophiſe, and to reaſon „ 


: freely, is the Privilege of, enery Man, on every Subject; but the great- 


1 er the Privilege, the more pernicious and deteſtable the Abule of i it. 
Ba 
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We eatinot be Advocates of the latter, nor can we fail to make the Dif- 


” ünction, and to apply i it. In ſo doing, we muſt acknowled ge, that 2 
ü ſpeculative Principle, has enabled this Generation to advance to many 5 
1 important e h in what may de thought 3 its proper Province, 
the various Branches of natural Science. Such i is he Extent of the : 
Praiſe due to it, far other Sentiments muſt we entertain of i its Exer. 
tions, when prepoſterouſly employed i in unſettling the facred Foun. 


dations of Religion and civil Government. | This is no Light, or 


f trivial Danger, but A Diſeaſe, when once intimately admitted, , fatalt to 


the very Exiſtence of every Community upon Earth. 
On 


i Religion be, as it moſt afſuredly i is, that powerful Principle, on 1 
which all private Virtue i is founded, by which every Society muſt be ö 

5 maintained and upheld, the very Bond and Support of civil Union, 
5 every Attempt to invalidate our afurance of its Truth and Evidences, 4 


muſt be looked on with Horror. 11 once we can de brought to en- 


5 tertain Doubts of the Neceſſity of any divine Revelation, « or the E vi- 


denees of thoſe which have been aQually vouchſafed; 3 fo conceive 


that Moſes and the Prophets Chriſt and his Apollles, a are no further 


0 Ts 


to be attended to, than as their Declaration quadrate whk human 


Speculations ; if 1 in explaining the Oracles of God, a Mode of Inter- | 


pretation be admitted, contrary to, and ſubverſive of thoſe found and I 


E eſtabliſhed Rules, by which the Meaning and Intention of all other 


; Writings are aſcertained ; if we can patiently liften to Teachers, 
whoſe Opinions tend to the Extinction of all Principles of moral 


Obligation, and to alan Conſeience of i its Terrors, by the i impious 


Suppoſition, that our r immortal Souls periſh with the material Body, 6 


WM the End will be, that 1 we ſhall ſoon live without God, in this World = 


and any Expe@ation of his Judgments in another. We have been, 


and continue to be, inſulted by fuch Tenets as theſe, which are ob. 1 


truded, on us, as a rational Theory. Wenk Minds may be ſeduced, 5 


and vicious Minas vin readily | be perſuaded by them, but the Conſe- 


” quence is the lame, equally fatal to the Individual, and injurious to the 


Community. When there are Men who pretend to Wiſdom, by de- 


grading all ſerious Things, and are wicked enough to teach others fo, . 


and can meet with villing Hearers, the Hour cannot be far diſtant, 8 


: when the State muſt ſuffer from ths Want of Religion i in its Mem- 5 55 


BM bern For the Progreſs from Licentiouſneſs of Opinion, to Licen- . 


BD tiouſneſs 25 1 1 is neither flow nor dubious. The Sacrifice of Y 


Cu * 

the Truths, muſt be followed 'by that of the Duties of Religion, — 

My 7 5 Wiſe and good Men, cannot but ſee, and lament the baneful Effects a 
„ which an infidel Philoſophy has long ſince produce 4 among nfo. 


much that ſome, and thoſe not among the leaſt of human Offences, © 


"8 are not only looked on with Indifference, but, to adopt the mournful 


- Obſervation of a virtuous Roman, - have loſt their proper Denomina- ; 


"> tions. What Shame annexes itſelf to the Profeſſion of a Gamefter | ? 


| what to the adulterous Breach of the moſt facred Vow ? or to that 
murderous Honour, as it is called, which dares to revenge a trivia 1 

"I Inſult, by bringing into Danger, perhaps extinguiſhing, the Life of i . 

fellow Creature | ? the Circle of theſe, and ſuch Evils, be extended, 5 
5 fo as to comprehend the Maſs of the Community, we hall be expoſed | 


75 to every ill Conſequence, both private end public, that ean follow 


1 from che lawleſs Exertion of all the violent and inordinate Paſſions of f 
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: Men, againſt which, every Barrier will have been removed, and 10 | 


lens of Controul can any longer beoppoſed, | 


cc 


1 may, however, be hopght, that there is not equal Cauſe for 


ATE Set oa owe 


apprebenton, in adrenturing upon Speculations, in regar 1 din ; 


- Government. If they are ſuch as tend to undermine. the Duties of #1 
3 32 * uo ap Silat. 
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Subjection to thoſe whom God has ſet over us, 'or by 4 phileſophie | 


Reſort to firſt Principles, falſe in Theory, and impoſlible in Practice, 5 


* diſſolve the various and neceſſary Combinations of Society, we 


0 know what their End muſt be; ; we have ſeen, and ſtill continue to | 


IH ſee them elſewhere, realized, and npened into Action. They have yy 
been propoſed to us, but the Honeſty and good Senſe of this Nation, 


N loudly, and unanimouſly declared, has rejected the treacherous 
55 Offer. Fa: 


1 Ves ain, as all human Conſtitutions muſt be imperſea, it may be : 
„ urged, that the Safety of our own, cannot de endangered by any 8 
theoretic or r active Endeavours, to advance it to a ſuppoſed greater 5 


5 Degree of Excellence. ” D 


1 the Project ſhould originate among mch as may deſi ign nothing af 
les than the general Good, who, in their Machinations, anticipate 
the Confuſion of a Kingdom, and look for the troubling, of the Waters, 5 5 
3 that they may firſt ſtep i in, and make their private Advantage of the 
| common Calamity, the Queſtion is eafily anfwered. "They are 5 
among the worſt, and moſt dangerous of our Enemies. N 
| c 4 
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: in the Eſteem of the People, of forwarding ſelfiſh Views of Ambition, | 
on the Pretence of patriotic Exertion, the Conſequences will be ; 
; equally dangerous, and we would be uawiſe to number any 0 who 5 
Would thus diſhoneſtly expoſe us to chem) among our Friends. 


and may. deſerve the Credit of honeſt and pure Intentions ? ? 


. which is univerſally felt and acknowledged, it is at leaſt injudicious to 


5 be curiouſly inquiſitive into its latent Imperſections ; theſe, like ſome 
Diſtempers in the Body, are born with leſs Danger than they are b_ 
, more to anſwer for, the Effect which the new. modelling of any the 


the minuteſt Wheel, in ſo complicated a Machine, may produce. 


4 all Improyements whatever. If, however, we diſtinguiſh; as we ought 


— —T 


to do, between Inconveniences which are experimentally injurious, 


. and thoſe which are inſeparable from _ human Work, and do not 
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n! Is undertaken for the ungenerous Purpoſe of raiſing its Adtors 


But what Anſwer i is to be given to thoſe who dee to themfolres, 5 


| They m may be told, that in a Syſtem, the gener Excellence of 2 


- cured; fori it exceeds every Effort of human Prudence, to diſcern, much T 


Ito may he ſaid, that gle. and other ſuch Reaſons, militate again 2 


L 8 | 
| interfere with the Happineſs and Intereſts of the Community and the 
Individual, we ſhall find the fame Reaſon for admitting them in the 
| one Caſe, as there i is for diſcarding them 3 in the other. They are ill J 
applied in Support of what, if correfted, would produce certain Be- 
nefits, but againſt all viſionary Projedts, againſt whatever is not called | 
Pi for by Neceſſity, and tends more to material Alteration, than wiſe 
Amendment, they are concluſive. Above all, it ſhould be 1 remem- 


Et bered, that the Conflitution itſelf, has provided Means for 1ts s own. 


3 Improvement, ſo as not to leave a Matter thus nice and delicate, to AE 


3 the Fancies of its Children. It often has, and whenever it ſees urgent 


5 and beneficial C Occaſions, it continues to exert theſe Means. Hence 


have many Bleſſings, unknown to our r Fathers, been derived to us, 
5 and unleſs we ungratefully miſtruſt this parental Care, we e muſt be 


ven adured. that they will increaſe on us, and our Poſterity. 


It were eaſy t to point out other public Fils, which muſt flow from | 
a 2 fame Source, but! it is s eyough to have marked out thoſe, which 

| at this Seaſon, appear to be moſt imminent. | 1 ſhall, therefore, con- 

clude, by a ſhort Reply, to what may be objected to the Sentiments 

ye advanced i in the former part of this Diſcourſe. 


D 


* 16 * | 

Are v we then, it it may be aſked, to farrender the Privilege of ſpecu- 
tire and free Enquiry, and to fit down in 2 torpid Senfeleſſneſs, 
under every Circumſtance that may occur ? * Far be It from us, to 

: entertain fo degrading an Idea. It is by the Oppofition. of Reaſoning | 
. to Error, that the World has, at 211 Times, been improved in Wifdom 
| and Happineſs. This has given us a political Eſtabliſfiment, which 
has long been the Envy of ſurrounding Nations, and a religious one, , 

E the Glory and Perfection of reformed Religion. But if we diſdain, 


i and it becomes — to diſdain, the Reſtraints which may fetter and I 


5 contra the honeſt Exerciſe of free Enquiry, it i. our Duty to guard, vs 


with a. moſt ſuſpicious Caution, againſt the contrary. Extreme I that 
> we do not deviate from a Liberty, which i is allowed, into a degenerate wy 
and unjuſtifiable Licentiouſneſt. The Laws of God and Man, have 

5 drawn a Line between theſe, fo plain and direct, that no one, whoſe | 

| Thoughts and Actions are not under the Influence of Prejudice, or 
ſomething worſe, can miſtake it. By attending to this Diftin&tion, 
d and ſo meaſuring every Particular, of our r private and public Condud, 


we fhall prove ourſelves good and virtuous Servants of our heavenly 
aſter, and worthy Members of the Community. We ſhall: perſe- 


vere unmoveably i in our Faith, Strangers to the Uneaſineſs of Doubts. 


from within, unaſſailable by any from without, In our Lives, we ſhall 


1 


be * and virtuous, peaceable and benevolent towards each other. : 


: obedient to our Governors, and grateful for the Bleſſings which we ſo. 


abundantly enjoy. So, though the Nations around us do furiouſly | | 


rage together, and the Multitudes | imagine vain Things, may we hope, 1 
| honourably te maintain our syſtem of Proſperity, and continue to 


ſland forth in the World, a free, happy, and contented People. 
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